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Starting September 7, 2014
Zion will return to the
regular worship schedule.

1st Service: 8:00 am
Coffee Hour: 9:00 am
Sunday School: 9:15 am
Teen Bible Class: 9:25 am
Adult Bible Class: 9:25 am
2nd Service: 10:30 am

AR
A\ L

JESUS IS: KING OF KINGS
LORD OF LORDS

Revelation 19:16
“On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”

We live in a world that is often affected by tragedy and disaster. Terror-
ist attacks, war, crime, disease, natural disasters—these are just some of the
evils that affect our world. As sinful people living in a sinful world, these are
sad realities that we must sometimes face. Even if we aren’t directly affected by
any great tragedy, problems still affect us all.

Evil in the world around us and problems in our own lives can make us
afraid. They can make us feel weak and helpless. Sometimes evil seems to have
the upper hand. Sometimes it seems like this world is out of control. We might
wonder, “Where is God? Who is in control?”

Our Savior Jesus is in control. The Bible assures us, “The Lamb will
overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him
will be his called, chosen and faithful followers” (Revelation 17:14). Jesus, “the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,” is King and Lord supreme.
He is in control of all things. He rules for the good of his people. His ultimate
goal is to bring us safely to our eternal home in heaven.

The evidence of his rule is seen in God’s plan for our salvation. On the cross,
Jesus conquered sin, death and the devil. He wasn’t caught off guard and forced
to die. He has always been in control, even on the cross. Jesus willingly gave
his life for us, only to take it up again. His death on the cross seemed like de-
feat, but he rose victorious. He has power over life and death. His resurrection
is certain proof of our salvation and assures us of his loving rule.

He remains in control today, despite how it may appear to our human
eyes. The Savior, whose love moved him to die for us, is the same Savior
whose love leads him to rule everything for our eternal good. That truth calms
my fears. It gives me strength to face the difficulties of life.

Especially in difficult times, I need to go to the one who is in control. I
need to draw near him through his Word, the Bible. There I hear his promises.
There I receive his comfort and reassurance.

He is King of kings and Lord of lords. What comfort I find in that truth!
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COORDINATING COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2014

1. The Coordinating Council met on Tuesday, August 19, and opened with devotion.

2. REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND BOARDS

o Financial secretary Joe Donovan reported that we fell behind $5,000.00 for the first four weeks of this fis-
cal year.

e Church treasurer Robert Wille reported that he is currently holding about $44,000.00 in unpaid bills.

e School Board Chairman Bill Hedrich reported that the soccer camp went well this year. The carpets were
cleaned professionally this year with donations from the teachers. Karen Boyd will be giving piano lessons
this year at Zion Lutheran School. The Board approved the school to take off November 26 (the Wednes-
day before Thanksgiving) instead of a day in February.

e Elder’s Board chairman Dennis Peters reported that they continue to call on inactive members. They also
reported that they had given Pastor Thomford permission to begin holding children’s devotions during
church services starting in September.

3. OLD BUSINESS
No new bids on the heating and cooling situation at church have been offered.

e Joe Donovan reported that we are continuing to research a method of electronic giving and are working
with a bank in town. This would allow members to designate regular offerings through automatic with-
drawals or enable individuals to donate through the church website.

4. NEW BUSINESS

e The Church Council gave permission for Pastor Thomford and Principal Augustine to present a proposal
to the congregation that would expand ministry at Zion Lutheran School to include 5-day Kindergarten
and 5-day Preschool.

e The Council gave permission for Pastor Thomford to be a guest speaker at an Evangelism Sunday at Trin-
ity Lutheran Church in Saline on September 28. A guest preacher will preach at Zion that weekend and
will be paid for by the WELS Evangelism Office.

o Pastor Thomford asked for approval to be gone on Sunday, October 12, 2014 so he could help settle some
of his father’s affairs in Minnesota. This was approved.

o The Nominating Committee was approved, and will begin preparing a list of candidates for the December
elections. Their first meeting will be on October 2 at 7:00 pm at church.

5. The meeting closed with Luther’s Evening prayer.

LUTHERAN WOMEN'’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY NEWS

“You are welcome in the name of the Lord. We are truly glad to see you.”

This is one of the welcoming songs often sung by Nigerian Lutherans for visiting WELS fellow Chris-
tians. In fact, “Welcome!” is the most common greeting any visitor hears anywhere in Nigeria. There are
physical risks in visiting this country of 170 million, but you couldn’t enjoy a warmer welcome anywhere. And
so it is that the Gospel message shared by Lutherans in Nigeria for the past 76 years have been welcomed with
open arms.

Students and faculty of Christ the King Lutheran Seminary welcome a team of 18 volunteer WELS
pastors who in pairs alternate with two Nigerian pastors teaching at the Seminary. Saviour, Sylvester, Samuel
E. Agwu, Vincent, Michael, Joseph, Happiness, Stephen, Wonah, Idorenyin, and Samuel U. welcome the
blessing of studying for the Lutheran ministry. As God blesses them, they will graduate in early 2015, five for
Christ the King Lutheran Church and seven for All Saints Lutheran Church. These two Nigerian sister synods
thank LWMS and WELS for spiritual encouragement and for gifts to the Nigeria Fund. This fund provides the
entire cost of their six-year seminary program.

Please keep those who study to be teachers and pastors at Martin Luther College and Wisconsin Lu-
theran Seminary in your prayers, as well as those studying in Nigeria. To God be the glory!

- Doug Weiser, Nigeria
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September Blrthdays

Katrina Kreger 9/1 ||Paige McKinnon  9/22
Sally List 9/2 || Ruth Bleisner 9/23
William Cross 9/3 || Oka Mose 9/24
Kimberly Kaufman 9/3 || Brady Gross 9/25
Lorna Newman 9/4 1| Judy Mahoney 9/25
Carolynn Paten 9/4 || Mackenzie Walker 9/25
Jacob Emmendorfer 9/5 || Madison Walker  9/25
Basilynn Wyant ~ 9/5 || Darwin Aldrich 9/27
Carol Sevech 9/8 || Ronald Dankert 9/27
Jane Bleisner 9/10 |] Elaine Reiber 9/27
Kyle Klein 9/11 || Michael Flowers, Jr 9/28
Michael Wille 9/11 || Nicholas Mose 9/28
Pam Vincke 9/13 || Leah Theile 9/28
Mona Jean Allen  9/14 || Kaylene VanWagner 9/28
Abigail Jordan 9/14 |1 Jill Meyer 9/29
Grace Jordan 9/14 || Edward Theile 9/29
Eirik Jackson 9/17 || Hans Thomford 9/29
Haily Hedrich 9/18 || Skylar Griffus 9/30
MaryAnn Schoch ~ 9/19 || Sharon Theile 9/30

September
Anniversaries

QDDA

Gordon & Rhiannon McKinnon9/4
Joseph & Theresa Jensen 9/9
Daniel & Nicole Diftin 9/16
William & Kimberly Kaufmann9/18

Paul & Priscilla Bleisner 9/19
Larry & Theresa Neumeyer  9/22
William & Sally Reetz 9/24
Gordon & Lori Kelby 9/27
David & Annette Donaldson ~ 9/30

AREA WELS NEWS

SUPPORTING THE PREGNANCY COUNSELING
CENTERS THROUGH UNITED WAY
Did you know that you may be able to designate your
United Way contribution to support the Pregnancy
Counseling Centers operated by the Saginaw Valley
Chapter of Christian Life Resources? While there is no
affiliation between Christian Life Resources and United
Way and the Pregnancy Counseling Centers are not on
the list of organizations that United Way supports, indi-
viduals can designate their contribution as long as they
make a request on their United Way form. If you are in-
terested, keep these things in mind:

e  Giving to United Way is completely voluntary, but
there is pressure at some workplaces for all employees to
contribute. By designating their gift to the Pregnancy
Counseling Centers people who feel compelled to par-
ticipate can feel comfortable knowing their donation will
be used by local Pregnancy Centers to proclaim God’s
Word.

e Christians cannot, in good conscience, support some

of the organizations that United Way subsidizes.

e The more effective way to support this ministry
would be through direct contributions, since United
Way uses 10-15% of the gift to cover their adminis-

trative costs.

If you have any questions, please check out
www.pregnancycounselingcenters.org. Please keep this
ministry in your prayers!

(Please note the Saginaw Pregnancy Counseling Center’s
new address: 916 Gratiot Ave, Saginaw MI 48602)

TODAY'’S CHRISTIAN WOMEN'’S FALL RETREAT
Today’s Christian Women’s Fall Retreat will be on Oc-
tober 24-25 at the Radisson Plaza Hotel in Kalamazoo,
MI. Visit their website at www.tcwr.org to get registra-
tion forms or to register online. Use the security code
“retreat.”

MICHIGAN LUTHERAN SEMINARY

The start of fall means that it is also the start of
football season! If any members are interested in
supporting MLS football, the September schedule is
listed below.

9/5/14, 7:00pm: MLS vs. Merrill (Jersey Night)
9/12/14, 7:00pm: MLS at Ithaca
9/19/14, 7:00pm: MLS at Valley

9/26/14, 7:00pm: MLS vs. St. Louis
(Homecoming)
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FINANCIAL NEWS

FUND SUMMARY ANALYSIS JULY 2014

$16,282.75

$15,957.75

$3,989.00
$5,280.00
$1,291.00

- $325.00

YEAR TO DATE OFFERINGS

July 2014 Offerings
minus memorials and non-budget offerings
Offerings to pay 2014-2015 budget

Offerings per week, 4 Sundays
Offerings per week needed to pay budget
Under budget per week for July 2014

$16,282.75
- $325.00
$15,957.75

$3,989.00
-$5,280.00
$1,291.00
$5,164.00

July 1,2014 through July 31, 2014
minus memorials and non-budget offerings
Offerings to pay 2014-2015 budget

Offerings per week, 4 Sundays
minus needed to meet budget
Under budget per week

Under budget for 4 Sundays

OFFERING STATISTICS
August 3, 2014: $5,842.20
August 4, 2014: $886.00
August 10, 2014: $2,437.51
August 11, 2014: $505.00
August 17, 2014: $3,397.25
August 18, 2014: $1,031.40
August 24, 2014: $5,258.55
August 25, 2014: $591.00

Finance
Update

WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD

Congregational Mission Offering
May 2014 Comparison with 2013
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The synod has received $7,602,360 to date ($7,814,455 in 2013; $7,641,956 subscribed in 2014).

MICHIGAN DISTRICT

Congregational Mission Offering
May 2014 Comparison with 2013
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The Michigan District has remitted $824,348 to date ($744,921 in 2013; $784,642 subscribed in 2014).
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS

CHILDREN'S DEVOTIONS: Starting September 7, Pastor Thomford will begin holding brief children’s

devotions during the worship services. At that time, children ages 10 and younger will be called up to the front
of church to hear a message tailored specifically for them. This is a common practice in some sister WELS
congregations and has been approved by the Elder’s Board and Coordinating Council.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Just a reminder that Sunday School will begin on September 7, 2014. It is held be-
tween worship services, starting at 9:15am with an opening devotion in the church pews. Students then go to
their classes until Sunday School ends at 10:15am. All preschool—S8th grade children are welcome!

YOUTH BIBLE CLASS: Youth Bible Class for all confirmed youth will begin on Sunday morning, Septem-
ber 7, at 9:15am. Youth Bible Class is for all of our teens to help them grow closer to their Savior. Teenagers
are asked to gather in the youth group room in the Education Wing.

ADULT BIBLE CLASS: Adult Bible Class begins on Sunday, September 7 at 9:25am in the Fellowship Hall
in the church basement. Bibles are provided, but feel free to bring your own if you’d like!

services starting on September 7 at 9:00am. Join us to chat with friends, welcome new faces, and
enjoy some treats.

&Q COFFEE AND DONUTS: Everyone’s favorite! Coffee and donuts will be offered again between
Y

CATECHISM CLASSES: If you have a child who is in 7th or 8th grade this year, it’s time to start Catechism
classes. Public school students will have classes on Monday nights starting on September 8. Students who at-
tend Zion Lutheran School will have their classes during the regular school day.

BOY & GIRL PIONEERS: It’s that time of the year again! If you have a child who is in kindergarten-8th
grade, they are welcome to be a part of the Pioneers program; you do not need to be a member of Zion to join,
so bring friends! The first meeting will be on Monday, September 8, from 6:00-7:30pm at Zion Lutheran
School. At this meeting, the children will get a chance to practice archery. Thank you to the volunteers that

make this program possible year after year! For more information, please call Dennis or Elaine Schoch at
989.865.6874.

GREETERS WANTED: The Evangelism Board is looking for volunteers to be greeters before each church
service. This would entail welcoming members and guests as they enter church. Anyone interested in being a
greeter please see the sign up sheet in the back of the church and indicate which service you would prefer. If
you have any questions please contact Dave Huggard at 274-7206.

DOOR OFFERING: A door offering will be held after both services on Sunday, September 14 for the Schol-
arship Fund, which exists for helping families who send their children to one of the WELS worker training
schools. Each year, 75% of the total amount in the Scholarship Fund is divided among those families applying
for aid from the Scholarship Fund. Please note that this is different from the Tuition Assistance Fund, which
goes to help families whose children attend Zion Lutheran School. Questions about the Tuition Assistance
Fund can be directed to Mr. Augustine (920.327.9613)

fseptembey
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS

CHURCH BIKE TRIP: Our Church Bike Trip is scheduled for September 21
from 2:00 pm-5:00 pm. Our bike trip will begin at Lumberjack Park and Pavilion %
in St. Charles, MI. (Take Water Street east from Highway 52 by Horger’s Auto =7/ (%
Parts Store. There is a Rail Trail sign on the corner). This is where the Saginaw
Valley Rail Trail begins. We will begin at 2:00 pm. You can bike as far or as
little as you want. You can bring your bikes or roller blades or walk, but make
sure to be back at the pavilion by 5:00 pm because a supper will be served by
Dale and Betty Donovan at the Lumberjack Park and Pavilion in St. Charles. Please feel free to come to the
meal even if you did not bike. Join us for fitness, food, and fellowship at Zion’s Bike Ride on Sunday, Sep-
tember 21st!

RE-ROOF THE EDUCATION WING: The Property Board plans to re-roof the Education Wing on Satur-
day, September 20 and Saturday, September 27. We will need help moving scaffolding etc. We will be re-
placing the shingles on the outside of the roof. If you have any questions, please contact our Property Board
Chairman, Ray Klipper, at 989-323-9421. We will begin each day at 8 am.

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY: The Evangelism Committee has planned a Friendship Sunday for Sunday, Octo-
ber 5, 2014. The purpose of this event is to encourage all of us to invite a friend, neighbor or relative who
doesn’t regular attend worship to come to church with us. We will be wearing name tags on that Sunday to
make our guests and visitors feel more welcome at Zion. During the upcoming weeks, give some prayerful
thought to inviting someone to come with you. Postcard invitations and updated Zion brochures are available
in the office if you would like to give the person you will be inviting some more information about our
church and this exciting event.

OPEN FORUM ON A PROPOSAL TO EXPAND PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN: An open

forum will be held on Sunday morning , September 21, 2014 during Bible Class to discuss the possibility of
adding five full days of Kindergarten and five full days of 3-4 year old preschool to Zion's Lutheran Elemen-
tary School. This also includes a before and after school latchkey program.
(Zion's Elementary School currently offers Kindergarten 3 full days/week and
3-4 year old preschool on just two 1/2 days each week.) The Coordinating
Council has given Pastor Thomford and Principal Augustine permission to
present a preliminary plan for such expansion and a possible method for fund-
ing this expansion. The open forum is open to men and women of the congre-
gation to listen and to also ask questions about this plan. We would like to es-
pecially invite those families who have kindergarten and preschool aged chil-
dren and younger so that they would have the opportunity to ask questions
and offer input about this preliminary plan.

SCHOOL OF OUTREACH: Our Evangelism Board would like to invite the members of Zion to join them
for a School of Outreach at St. Paul's Livonia on Saturday, October 4, 2014, from 10:00am—3:30pm. A
School of Outreach is a two-day seminar (one Saturday in the Fall and one Saturday in the Spring) to help
congregations gear up for evangelism. The seminar is open to men, women, and children of the congregation.
During the seminar you will listen to presentations, but more importantly, our congregation will have the op-
portunity to draft a plan for evangelism in planning sessions. There is no cost to the members attending.
Lunch will be provided that day. We will meet at Zion at 8 am that day to share rides to Livonia. Please sign
the sheet in the entryway so we can give the host congregation a number of attendees. Participants will learn
about 1) Evangelism Organization and Planning; 2) Locating Prospects; 3) Nurturing Prospects.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

For nearly ten years, Zion has held a Soccer/Bible camp in early August, and for nearly ten years it has
been an opportunity to bring un-churched prospects onto our campus. This year was like many others, as we
had roughly ninety campers and nearly twenty teen volunteers who helped with coaching. Registration forms
show that at least one in three families who participated this year had no church home nor had they attended a
camp before. On many accounts the camp was a success. Near record attendance, hard-working and inde-
pendent volunteers, and the fact that more school brochures and Zion information was distributed than previ-
ous years would all seem to point to an effective camp experience. But how can we measure the success on a
spiritual scale?

During camp week, we taught every student a Bible lesson every day. We handed out flyers showing
how Christ affects our ministry. Yet, we have not experienced any flood of new members or students at our
school. We tend to look—sometimes desperately—for outward signs of success. However, God has not called
us to be successful in this earthly life, he has instead called us to be faithful followers of his Word. We work
for God, spreading the Gospel, and must trust the Holy Spirit to do the rest of the work. No matter how hard
we look for signs of our work, we may never see the seed of faith that was planted.

When the work of the church seems fruitless, the words of the Psalmist must be remembered, “My
word will not return to me empty without accomplishing what I desire (Psalm 55:10).” We strive to be suc-
cessful, but God needs us to be faithful in sharing and living the word so that his Word can “accomplish what
he desires.” Upcoming events or recent news from Zion School is shown below:

Back to School — Zion began its school year on Monday, August 25 with a similar enrollment as last year.
Families who would like to join the school should know that late enrollees are welcome. Call 845.2377
for more information.

Pioneers — Boys and girls ages 5-13 are welcome to join us on Monday nights at 6pm as we begin archery
lessons. Call Dennis Schoch for more information (737.7289)

Facility Face-lift — Students came back to school to notice several changes at the school. A new driveway
sign has been donated/installed at the school and the carpets were cleaned professionally. The school
hallway, coat racks, and doors were also painted. Thanks to the volunteers who made these updates
possible!

ZION LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS

Another school year is underway! We are happy to be back in the school routine and are blessed to have eager
hearts and minds to teach again this year. Please keep these fundraising options in mind as the school year kicks off!

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

Most Box Tops for Education are worth 10 cents. For a list of participating products, go to www.boxtops4education.com.

They can be dropped off either in the school hallway collection bin or in the mother’s room at church. Some tips:

1. You will find collection sheets in the bins at both collection sites. Feel free to take some and attach Box Tops to the
collection sheet as you acquire them. Please do not use staples and not an excessive amount of tape since these are
not recyclable. Each sheet has room for 50 Box Tops. 50 Box Tops = 5 dollars for Zion Lutheran School!

2. Bonus Box Tops or Box Tops worth more than 10 cents can be placed in an envelope and placed in the bins. Please
put your name on the back so we know who to give credit to for the yearly contest.

3. Check the expiration dates. If you have some Box Tops that are close to expiring, please notify the school secretary.

4. The family that collects the most by then end of the 2014-2015 school year will receive a prize!

tAMPBELL’S LABELS FOR EDUCATION

Campbell’s labels usually come in 1, 5, and 10 point amounts. Just like Box Tops, you will find collection sheets for each
of these amounts in collection bins in the school hallway and mother’s room at church. Please turn full sheets to the col-
lection bins. For a list of participating products, go to: www.campbellsoup.com. You need only to clip the UPC, not the
whole label. As of July 2014, Zion has about 40,000 points! The faculty will redeem the points for items from a catalog
Campbell publishes every year. Our goal for the 2014-2015 school year is 6,000 points!
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